626                     ST ANTONY OF PADUA, C.               [JUNE 13

miles from the former city. The close retirement and the austerity in
which he there lived astonished his brethren, whilst he pursued his studies
and read assiduously the holy scriptures and fathers. By his regular
method and application, and by his sound and piercing judgment, he
made a quick progress, and, together with a profound knowledge of
theology, acquired a perfect habit of nervous and convincing eloquence.
In the meantime he inflamed his devotion by assiduous prayer and holy
meditation, and nourished daily in his soul the strongest sentiments and
affections of piety, without which means the heart is left spiritually dry,
the usual consequence of studies, whether sacred or profane, unless prayer
imparts to them its unction. But the saint was called by God to serve
him with greater fervour, and to be the ornament and support of another
illustrious rising Order of religious men.

He had lived at Coimbra near eight years when Don Pedro, Infant
of Portugal, brought over from Morocco the relics of the five Franciscans
who had been lately there crowned with martyrdom. Ferdinand was
strongly affected at the sight, and conceived an ardent desire to lay down
his life for Christ. Shortly after, certain Franciscan friars came to his
monastery of the Holy Cross to beg an alms for their community. Ferdinand
discovered to them his inclination to embrace their institute, and was by
them encouraged to put it in execution. No sooner was this known among
the canons but they endeavoured to dissuade him from such a resolution,
and he suffered much from their railleries and bitter reproaches. But he
rejoiced in humiliations, and he began by them to learn to overcome him-
self and to root out of his heart all lurking poison of pride. Whilst he
examined his vocation and begged the direction of the Holy Ghost, he
found his resolution every day to gain new strength from the esteem he
conceived for an Order which inspired an eminent spirit of martyrdom,
and still enjoyed the direction and living example of its holy founder.
Its poverty and austerities had also charms to him. Having therefore
obtained the consent of his prior, he received this new habit in 1221
in the little Franciscan convent dedicated to the great St Antony, patriarch
of the monks, near Coimbra. After some time spent in solitude, prayer,
and penitential austerities, burning with a desire of martyrdom, he obtained
leave to go into Africa to preach the gospel to the Moors. He was scarce
arrived there when God, satisfied with the sacrifice of his heart, visited
him with a severe fit of illness, which obliged him to return to Spain for
the re-establishment of his health. But by contrary winds the vessel on
which he was embarked was driven to Sicily and touched at Messina,
where he was informed that St Francis was then holding a general chapter
at Assisium. Sick and weak as he was, the desire of seeing the holy
finmder of his Order carried him to Assisium. When he had seen St
Francis he desired to cultivate the happiness which he enjoyed in the